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No Head of the Church. 


4 18 


N UCH are the extrava Conſequences of thig 
_ pretended Authority in St, Peters; ſo great, 
weighty, and extenſive are they, both in reſpe& 
| of this Life and of the next, of Body and of 
Saul , of Perſons ſpiritual and : al, of Princes 
and People, High and Low, Good and Bad, One 
and All ; that, | 0 order either to perſwade or be- 
lieve it, it is abſolutely; neceflary its Truth ſhould 
appear as evident, plain, full, ſcriptural and undeniable, 
as 8 e or Malice it can poſſibly be wanted, 
thro' Fear or Precaution be defired by Man. Byt no- 
e leſs than this in the Proof of it. For the 
Juſt cation of theſe Aſſertions, it may be fufficient to 
p 971 5 to the Aronical Primacy, which, tho' ſo far ſhort of 
this in the Poſſibility of evil Effects, was eſtabliſhed upon 


ſuch evident Certainty, as may truly be ſaid co ul d nor 
well te greater. | enen 


Only one or two blind Paſſages are produced in this 


Caſe: Blind, I mean, as to the Light Papiſts pretend to be 
given by them in the ſame. For their Arguments from 
g. Peter's being firſt named (and yet he is not always ſo 


named] before the other Apoſtles, and ſuch like Weak- 


neſſes, I let go. 


Ihbeir firſt Scripture is, Thon art Peter, and upon this Rock 


I will build my Church. Now let us ſee what plain Proof 


(gre is in this; for 'tis That we have to enquire after, 
and not a Strain, or far: fetch d bare Argument. It is not 
here laid, Perer, I will make thee Head of my Church, nor any 


Az thing 
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thing like it ; and therefore it is not plain to that Purpoſe. | 


Nay, here is rather ſaid, that he ſhould be the Heels of 
the Church, or the Bottom of it ; a Churches; fure; ufe 
to ſtand and be built upon their Bottom, not upon their 
Head or Top. Uppermoſt, or above, is not here ſaid or 
imply'd, that he ſhould be in any Reſpect, but undermoſt 
rather, or below. Farther, this is certain; St. Peter was 
not a Rock, neither was his Name a Rock, but only figni- 
= one. On the other Hand, Chriſt was a Rock, 
1 Cor. x. 4+ They drank of that Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Chriſt, The Son of the living God, that is 
God, is a Rock, the Rock of Salvation. P/ Ixxxix. 26. 
He ſhall call me, the Rock of my Salvation. And the Truth 
is; a Rock, both for being as ſure and ſtedfaſt as a Rock; 
and for that the Rock Chriſt is the Truth. Jobs xiv. 6. 
So mult then that Truth be, viz. Thou art Chriſt the Son of 
tbe living God, Now Peter having in thoſe Words told our 
Saviour who he was, our Saviour was pleaſed to tell him 
alſo who he was, even ſo as might bear Aualogywith his 
Name ; And TI ſay unto thee, thou art Peter; i. e. Thou art 

e to whom 1 gave the Nafne that fignifies a Rock: And 
my Father which is in Heaven, not Fleſh and Blood, hath, 
I fee, revealed unto thee the true Rock, the Rock of Sal- 
yation, and the Rock of all Chriſtian Faith, viz, That I 
am Chriſt the Son of the living God : And upon this Rock, as 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity, I vill build. my Church, 
This Rock, then, that dur Saviour ſaid he would build 


his Church on, was he bimfelf, in that Truth of his bein 


Chrift, the Son DY living God, To which agrees eine 
bly well that Text, 1 Cor, iy, 11. ,Other Foundation can no 
Man lay, than that is lad, which s Jeſus Chriſt, And th 
we ſee this Paſſage is far from affording that plain Proo 
we enquire after. The following Words, and the Gates of 
Hell ſpall not prevail againſt it, pretended only for Proof of 
the Sueceflion, are not to be conſidered here, | 
The next Paſſage is, And I will give unto thee the Keys 


＋ the Kingdom of Heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind op 


arth, ſhall he bound in Heaven; and what ſoever,'&c. Mat. xvi. 


19. Theſe Words follow upon the abovementioned ; but 


without one Syllable yet of Primacy, or Head of the 


N 


Church. Indeed it may ſeem by the fGieſt;Pirt; that 
St. Peter were rather made Turnen: than chief Maud; and 
by the latter, that he was to be Pagter, or ſome ſach/La- 
r. But upon better Confideration, it will appear, 
thay both the Parts,import the ſame thing, uz. Remeting 
and [Retaining of Sins; not at Pleaſure; not; for | G 
eng e, e Bale God hint gran by, of Man's Ob- 
; ng to e ul * f . 5. | 's 
ſtinacy or Repentance, And this Fevilege, or rather Du- 
„ not being defigned for St. Pete only, but equally for 
55 other Apoſtles allo, as we ſball n z this, 
Ifay, can be but a ſlender Proof, or none at all, of the 
Headſhip ſpoken, of. We ought to know, that in this 
Scripture, is only a Promiſe made; nothing was actu- 
Ily..given : How ſhould- it? Our Saviour being fill 
el on Earth, Thls Piomiſe therefore was made. 
ood after his Reſurrection, and was not to be made good 
ore, Jobn xx. 22. Then ſaid Jeſus unto tbem again, not 
to Peter only, but to all the Apoſi/es there Ptace be 
unto you : As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I yon. And 
when be bad ſid this, be breathed on-thens, and ſaith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: Whoſeſrven Sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them ; and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain; they are 
retaned., Here nom the. Promiſe is fulfilled by the divine 
Breath of our Bleſſed Saviour, and giving of the Holy 
Ghoſt'; but without any Preetminency to St. Peter, who 
could not be Head of the Churcb, by virtue of this, but 
every one of the other mult be Head like ile. All Heads, 
pr none. ee TALL % . 
Il be laſt Place for Proof is, that of our Saviour's Que- 
ſtion and Command, thrice over to St, Peter, John xxi. 
15. Cc. Loveſt thou me? Sc. Feed my Lambs, feed my Sheep. 
Now by this 1s Pip enough, that Chrift gave this Apo- 
ſtle a paſtoral zommiſſion and Charge 5 and, as it may 
ſeem, more ſtrictly and particularly than others: But if he 
were appointed Hexein over all the reſt, why is not that 
expreſt as plam Not one Word of it. Nay, ſomething 
there is that makes againſt it: As, Firſt, our Saviour s 
ſeeming to remember here Peter's thrice denying of him. 
pecondly, and eſpecially, our Saviour's negleRing the 


r 
- L 


0 * 
Name be-bimſclf had given him, calling him 
Sn of Jenai Every: Time. It was not Pier now 


upon, bim. nor was be de be the Head of any 

"From What has been already ſaid, bern in in che Whole 
and the Particulars, "it is . lead demenffrated, that the 
Fore Ig tor ar. 

*% m to eve it, 15 
ſwade it. Ae white 1 mention 883 

ething that ſeems to oppoſe it, I ſhall now gbſerve 

3 2 Places which do yet more 'relly 6 and evident- 
ty make againſt it. 
Firſt, en, | produce that within three or four Verſe 
of the Papifts Proof itſelf, Thox art Peter, ec. us we 
have heard, viz. Mat, xvi. 23. He (our Saviour) ts 
and 2 ento Peter, get thee bebind me, Satan, thou art ay O 


fart me; for thou Hauonreſt not fey Things that be tra 53 


but t bb be of Men. Now, tho" our Sæuiour 
bun he Church upon this 1 he did not, — 
could not, ſay he would build it upon this Satan: And 
therefore: :bis Rev 8 oken of is 250 St. Peter; Peter 
being moſt certainly 1 ſpoken af F here. Andifit 
ſhould be thought aſoyabls to 5 Gay: that it was only St. 
Perer!sFalſhood or 'Miſtake,”in this Place, nat he himſelf, 
that our Saviour repreſetied. as 5 5 it cannot but be 
far more reaſonable 88 W. that it was St, Peter's Truth a- 
lone dechar'd by og in 1 Place, n not he himſelf in =wT 
wiſe that dur 3 ae as Rock. 

2. 1 argue Le Diſciples diſputin uatrellig ee 

33: 


Supctiony, 1. ſhould be the greateſt, ea of the urc 
Er for who is greater than he?” rh ix. 850 

wks ix. 46. c. and Xxii 24, 25. Cc. "'Whence 18 very 
manifeſt, that there nenher was, nor Was to be, any 
Primaty or Headſhip In St. Peter, that they 
any ele; bur that, in their Opinion 
for ict eng as another: And yet this d Of. 
of the Rock and Church. | Alſo our Saviour had here a par- 


28 fair 


ticular Occafion to declare the Preeminence of St. Peter, 
if he had, or were to have any ; who yet, inſtead of that, 
declare the quite contrary ; torbidding any © all So- 

vereignty 


al Si \ 
no Rut here; and>therefore no Church was 00 he bait _ 


0 


ccc 


knew of, or in 


e 


_ KY 
Sapremsey, or jn kids or any. 


ver and 
The op the Gentiles Zu then, &. 
for ef ſo. Te all oor be; not an y one of 


be; as Kings; as Men in Sopreche Authority; 
your Greatneſs ll confi only in Subjection — Hu- 


broth Read the nico es above.mention'd; Here alſo 1 
might urge that Queſtion of the Diſci ples to our Saviour, 
I ho is the Greareſt in the Kingdom of Hare ? Matt. 4 
Alſo theit Diſpleaſure againſt James and Job»; for requ 

ing of our Saviour that they might fit one en dis Right 
Hand, and the other on bis Lift, in bis 'Kingdos; Mat. 5 20. 
cr Mark x. 345 For, whatever they underſtood by 
that Kingdom, tis certain St. Peter is allow 'd here to have 
1 to be chief in it thon * of his 

ellows. 

3. Material is St. Peter's own Queſtion, Mace, Xxix. 27 
5% we bave forſaken all and followed' thee. 
That ſhall we have therefore 7 It ſeems he 325 nothing 
his being Head of the Churtb; for what could he defire 
more for his Part? And our Saviour ſeems to know 25 
little of it likewiſe ; and fo afligns him a Reward in com- 
mon with tbe reſt. 

4. I urge the Miſtake the Diſciples were all FREY that 
St. John ld not die; and this after our Saviour s Re- 
ſurrection. Jobs xxi. 3. For tb runld mot: be imagined 
without his being Head, if there were to be any; as the 
beloved Diſc - 77 our Lord, that lay in his Boſom, an 

Apoſile for and that was to live alway ; and ſo, cer- 
ly. not to be over ruled by future un-inſpived, nay ig- 
norant, and even worldly; wicked Church rnots: ' 

5. The laſt Queſtion, and, as ſcerns, laſt Words of the 
| Apoſtles to our Saviour, with their Anſwer ; Al, i. 6. 
Lord, wilt thow ny this Time reſtore again the Kingdoni to 1{- 
tael? Here they ſhew themſelves in Expe Ration both of 
an Earthly Kingdom, as; > Sy! . 's, and alſo of 
the moſt cok. Authority ir the Management Gy the 
ſame ; or, at leaſt, for ſorne one or other of them: 
Answer ſeertis the laſt Words of bur Savioter to wa "< 
ter which he was taken up from them into Heaven; 


therefore may well be ſuppoſed fuch av night Ris 
ts; 


* . F 


ghts; tho! th x hoe Yerba As ft 2 
b d him from the reſt. Wo 
wiour HI hot 3 jump in with them in their Fancy, but quite 
baulk d em in it; Ferſe 5. It it not for you to bew bl 
Times, or ide Seaſons, (better without the Article the, to 
know Todes dt Seaſons) whith the Father bath. put in bis H 
| Pawer; i. e. you here pry into Things which, ſhould 

&y ever come pal or never, are: hidden Things 5 

| bears. obly- in Power either to btiig abaut or 
and that is not for you to do: © And you. 

> & oat, Greatneſs, and Power -in Earthly King- 
domus ; and that js not for you; But you ſhall receive Power, 
a far better and other Sort of Power, after that che Holy, 
Gone is come upon you, and ye ſpall be W uneſſes unto me, &c. 
882 s the Word is, as many of them were, in the ſtrict 
of that Word ; and all of them were diſpoſed to be, 

dez true Witneſſes. This then is that oùt Saviour ap- 


inted Peter, with his Fellows, for ; even in his laſt. 
mm =: Ys Words to them, and not any . Emi- 


N To. Peter? 8 beink order'd and ſent forth upon | Servies 
by the Apoſiles at Jernſalew, Mts viii. I, 4- whic is . 

inconſiſtent with er in him. 

J. The Preſidence of St. James i in the Countit: at Jerg! 
falem, is xv. and his pronouncing the final Kentantce, as 
| of bimlelf, Ver. 19. My Sentence i- 

8. St. Peter's being call'd to account, for going in 10 
Men uncircumciſed by them; at Jerieſalem. ARS xi. 2. 

St. Paul's withſtanding of Peter at bis coming to M- 
45 as a blamable Perſon; and St. Peter's Fear of St. 
James, and then of the Circumciſion, and his Diſſimula- 
tion on that Account. Gal. ii. 11. c.. | 

Laſtly, St. Peter's own Epiſtles mult be remember'd like-: 
wiſe. In theſe he had' the faireſt Opportu . and the 
juſteſt, propereſt Occaſion, to avouch public kly his Au- 
thorit 150 Title, as Head of the Church, br he had been ſo 
1. As the pretended 3 this Day, are ſo care- 
ful: conſtantly to 5 4 : But be no where | mentions any. 
Thing of this Nature, otherwiſe than to oppoſe, it; ſti- 
3 an Apoſtle e Jeſus Criſt, 1. Pet. 1 an 


— 


7 


2B 
i. d Sritent and ws Arle of fel if, a. 2 


| PO 


1 
ts 
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Ar. x 
1331 and Elders were. He 
gs a, 3 
[A K . e | 
4d t uf Lording it himiſelf. 
Nay; 1 wi he doth-indeed himſelf diſown his being 
__ the 67 the very Thingnow in 5 for 
y notißel haniſclf riot to de the 
27 ee 
to 
aver God Heritage, but himſelf ; no Chi S | 
Rick 3s ths frame os Head; but only that that 


w 
2 appear, Thus St. Pater delivers himſelf as to the A. 
poſiles them{tlves, to the Elders; Teachers and Paſtors 
Diem at that Time; . ſo, r 26 to ll 


to cone. itt that h Honour 


i Ring and Governors, t. Per. ii. 13, asd Du- 
ſomm therein alſo any 


udlification iu 
1 of might at amy Time occafion, 


ade) with the fame. Theſe Scriptufes, aud the 
— aforded by them, cannot bor ſafficient 
Prof 1 has no manner of pln 
x yer 4 of the abundanteſt and 
ration that can iff any Caſe be giveri; 86 
foe the Heat: Now for the Tail. 
The Subceſfion, or Communication of St. Peter's 
| ed Headfhip and Authority, r y to After-Com 


bu ghi certainly to have as plain and full Proof as that itft 
For. ſtan in 4 of: P this will be found to have 
tes ; 1 is, if ach « Thiing cat be, to ba ve leſs thati none 


dtall. 
ee bought in Proof hereof ere, feſt this, and 


the Gates of Hell ; ps il againſt it; which 
4 bee oi ia. Thou are Be eter, apo 


n Abe we 
this Rock I will N my Cher h, But how weak is this fo 
d for Here is not one Ward of Skceef 


chat ir ii deſi 
: Nor 1 Need of ſuch « M 


to St. Peter: 
e the caking tha Sctiptute, As God Cotild 
3 e any more 8. 2 IT 


A 


Mord may be bettet forced to infinuate that ge. Poter wan | 


to live ito the End. of the Chapter," than that he ſhould have 


a:Rice to ſuccted him to the End, in his Spirit and ima - 


ted Authority. Nothing is more plain, than that this 
Pruwes not plain. Our Savjour engaged, in theſe Words, 
to defend his Church himſelf; as in the foregoing he pro- 
miſed to build it upon himſelf. Tis he is gohcern d here, 
not Peter; And as Succeſſibn, under ſuch a Motion, was not 
alt iatended, ſo it Was not like to be of much Efficacy. 
Another Place produced for Proof, is Mart, xxviii. 201 
And lo I an with you alway, even nüt o the End of tbe World. 
This was ſpoken: unto the Diſciples in common; importin 
That their Miniſtry, and Preaching of the Goſpel,” ſhould 
be ſo bleſt, that it Hould Rilmprove, and grow on to 
ter and greater Advantage, ind increaſe of the Church 
the End- of the World. iNow; hence may be gather'd 
a/Continuance. of Preachers, but nota Line of hers A 
conſtant Supply of Paſtors, not a Succeſſion of Heads of 
the Church. More Senſe. were at to draw) from hence à 
Succeſſion of Twelve Apoſtles, to the World's End, 'thari 
of only one of them, or "the: bare Authority of one. 


We have not here one Syllable of this, or relating to it. 


That cannot be ſaid to look towards Rome, that has Eyes 


quite another ha 'Tis open Force upon Scripture, and 


Impoſition upon Reaſon, to maintain this Point ſufficient- 
Iy ; nay, at all, proved from theſe, or any ſuch Places. 
See but the Succeſſion of High ꝓrieſts under the Law, and 
the abundant plain Proof of the Eftzbliſhment of it, and 
and it will convince eaſily of the Vanity of this, Which 
yet requires the greateſt Evidence in the World; and the 
more for being made ſo — Vagabond, and excluded 
the regular Courſe of Family - Deſcent. Let one be never 


ſo blind in his own Cauſe, yet, I think, he cannot but ſee 


that the Proofs produced on theſe Occaſions are not 
1 St. Peter's Calling, was plain enough, Follow m, Matthew 
iv 19. Mark i. 17. His 4poftleſsip is plain. Now the Name 
r Apoſtles are theſe, the firſt Simon, wwho is called 

beter, er. Matt. iv 2. Luke vi. 13, 14. His Miffon to 
. —akho plain, ge- · and as yr go, preach » Cc, Mat X. 5. 6. 
SN © | | 9 
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6 — at the 
born, bred, and naturally defigned V aſſal; 


A 2 v. 13. 


Ci) 
Fd d Lambs, Fase My John 11 1% Sc. 
t he bad his Name Ciphas,: lg ov given him by our 
Saviour," 0 / Simon-be ſurmamed Peter; Mark iii. 16. 
Ther Rate e eile chu, John i. 42+, That our Saviour 
bo ug nay nag cer Dea 3 75 . al 4! rs 
ſpake vj ying at Dea glorefy;, God. John 
XXI. 19. But. there is not one plain Word, but Words for- 
ced from their plain Meaning, ſor Proof of the Points we 


have in Hand, not ſo much a8, Peer thou ſpalt be Head 


the Church ; and the ſhops and Pipes of Rome ./ball . cctes | 
tber in that © der to the End of, the World : Tho forty. Times 
more, and plainer than this, were no more than needful 
ſueb a Caſe 3 whereby Nations and Pegples, Kingdoms 
e Crowns and Sceptres, Princes, Kings 
and Emperors, ,Subjefts and Soyerci ns, Allegiance and 
Rebellion, the 217 and the Sword, Fire, Faggot and In- 
uifitioh, - Life and Death, Salvation and Damnation, 
eaven and * wade incident into the 59075 and 
ill and Pleaſure, the ſole Diſpoſal, of a 
of's mean, 
ſenceleſs Abje& ;. of 4 Monk, or Lriar. And tha“ not- 
withſtandiag all the known, plain, juſt; Pretenfions of 
- Right arid:Property, bath national and natural, and all the 
Soſpel Rules for Obedience to Rulers, and infallible 


Menne of Chriſtian Conduct here, and ol Happineſs here- 


| after, ſo directly to the coder 
chall not content my (elf wit what bath been * — 
edler d. however ſuſie, ainſt the Proofs of 4po/tol:- 
cal Succeſſion in the Church hut ſhall add yet 
. farther Arguments apainlt.. It. 8 becauſe the main 
* els. ſeems to lie upon St. Peter's Reſidence at Rome 3 
Thew firſt, that he never did refide there. 
1. "Theft Argument ſhall. be the 1 Silence 
3 daes it h no where incourages ſo much as cen. 
TI Peter ever was:. in chat Place, This may 
alow'd-ib:far material, 1 think, ag the Papiſſs hold i 15 
* to Ir, and they would ladly ky Babylon, 
| * . do ches an be 
ae W Ladd,” * 84 Oo | 
7 | a7 e l . mane fn B 2 5 1 3 "4, berg 
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ich 


| Tins js wat aged on 

> fl he Pail 3 oni "xo um 

tbe Gen 290 eter, aud John, ro the Ur- 
: of #be Uncirenmtiſion, in- 

tom 7.5. Gf { of Grau um un 
1 all Jeu ro d 
DR. he "hich wa at this Titve ; ſo that 

ld, The noone 


hon GENTILE 10 tra 3 
* br of oh 7 Nb NN re E Wi, Feber rer 
1 d it is not. avg tg Mould ever 
ted hum ſo e 


Hb 


leave 'very. many, that wan 
= where n ew; nnn 
oforhel —— dun t 21 
eh Dur Ycriprare DE ode: . 
e 
— 
1 Wi TE yo his Rong, * av. 4. * #3 3 üer 
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Per 


3 in e 
Aa. EY FO *. 13. 


Fear. ne Num, Xii. 1, r. 


e both wb for Wrath 
e Pour „ as $596 att 
_ - 945:DQne 2 1 ng ee .: Bot, 12 


. 1 3 he was {ang one-of Ther Souls 


* 
Nor. 


. ook art five Years mare,, wee thu 
after the ReſurreBion. That e three De Pan's 


of tbe Jews 2 2 ver. 17. wit hout 

N Tſe Peter. That the Jews h nes Yak 5 
e concerning. Pad, ver. 21. ee hardly be, if 

Fer had bean there. Ther they were alt bo Igno- 


pays as to Chriſtianity, calling a 3h, knowing an- 
Ay that if: was wg where. yh they 
were derbe 3. . Naar what St. Fan t of its © 


WT Ws — 


P r 


(Cc »» 


Sela, 


. hen ſlv⸗ 
Let 29. A which? Sr. e r 3 
; and of Etisfacto i» can beth ell, out Scri 


fayin 1 dad He Bat Witt de. Allo, yh 
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Bouifuce II. the 33d Biſhop was choſen alike, againſt 
Dioſcorus, whoſe dying within 28 Days prevented a like 


_ Confuſion. 0 


. . Boniface III. was the ſirſt Pope, after ſixty three Biſhops, 
made ſo An. 607, by Phocas, having the Name of Pap 
given him, and Reme declared the Head of all Churches b 
that Adulterer and Murdeter who flew his own Lord, 
the Emperor Mauritius, having firſt murder'd the Empereſs 
and his Children, two Princes and three Ptincefles, before 
his Eyes ; fo ſetting up in his Place; but ſoon rewarded 
for it, and other Villanics, by the cutting off and burning 
of his Hands, Feet and privy Parts, in the open Camp. 
From him, that Miniſter of the Devil, not from St. Peter, 
came the Pope, with his Roman Headſhip and Authority. 
Vide Blondus, lib. 9. Diaconus, ib. 18. Pomp. in Phoce. 
Adrianus I. agth Pope, in a Council at St. John Laterans 
makes over the Right of chuſing the Pope to Carolus Mag- 
1, and in him to the Emperors, An. 776. All Inveſtitures 
likewiſe being to be received from him, under Pain ob 
Excummunicatiounngmꝰn oO en Hoa 
Step hanms IV. 32d Pope, takes away that Power from 
the Emperor again, Carolus Magnus being then dead. 
Adrian III. 44th Pope, orders that the Spiritualty and 
Commonalty ſhould have the Power of electing. Crantzing, 
But the Emperors did not lay aſide their Pretenſions 
thetero for all that. 5 i 
Leo VIII. gives again to the Emperors the Power of E- 
lectiop, as was be fore given to Carolus M. by Adrian I. even 
to him and his Succeſſors for ever; and of ſettling the A- 
poſtol ical Seat, confirming Biſhops, c. ordering the ſe- 
vereſt Pumſhments againſt thoſe that conſecrated Biſhops 
without the Emperor's Approbation firſt obtained. This 
Decree is ſtill extant. Diſt. 63. c. In Synodo congregata. He 
was himſelf made Pope by the Emperor, in Place of Bene- 
diflus VI. put down. I ben ſcratch me, and I will ſcratch 
thee. Mo IE 
© Benedifius VIII 83d Pope, got in by unjuſt Means, was 
put down, and another ſet up in his Place : But by Cun- 
ning he got up again and 1 ln his Rival. . 
| hk 0 a Dam uſus 


CW) 
Damaſus II. cime in by Force, An. 1048, having poiſon'd 
his Predeceſſor; and in twenty three Days was poiſon'd 

himſelf. Platina, _ | | 

Nicolaus II. An. 1065, . ordevs that the Cardinals only 


ſhould have the Chufing of the Pope, without the Ap- 


probation of the Emperor.  Poligdorxs, lib. 4. cap. 114. 
Alexander II. the next and 96th Pope, was ſet up with- 
out the Emperor; and the Biſhop of Parma, Cadolus, by 
the Emperor's Conſent, was choſen __ him. Between 


theſe was a fair Fight for the Chair; But Alexander having 
2 greateſt Forces, prevailed. Fiſingenſis 1. 6. c. 34. Si- 
hHert ug. Nein N vey >> , ' 


Hildebrand, 95th Pope, viz. Gregory VII. was choſen be- 

fore his Predeceſſor was buried, even the ſame Evening he 

died which, it ſeems, was againſt the Canons of the 

Church. So Cardinal Caffo told him. Platina, 

- Gregory X 122d Pope, An. 1273, orders the Cardinals upon 
the Pope's Death to be ſhut up in a Conclave, and not to be 

Tſetout before | 


another was choſen. Let, 
Martin IV. 127th Pope, choſen at Oruietid, came in by 
Violence, the. Cardinals being all made Priſoners in their 
Conclave by the Viterbians. | | 


And thus we ſee with what Uncertainty, Atabition, = a 


Strife, and mere human Cnntrivances this Succeſſion has 
been handed down,unbecoming the Directions of the Holy 
Spirit of God, ſo far, that the Pretenfions of it muſt be 
judg'd alike, that is, deceitful and vain. - 

6. argue from Depoſitions, of which we have heard 
ſomething already; and from the Nulling of one another's 


A and Decrees: For this is damning of one another them- 


ſelves by Apoſtolical Authority, declaring one another 


Cheats and Impoſtors. by an equal, and the very ſame, 


ſpiritual Commiſſion ; and therefore is juſt Occaſion for 
others to conclude, that the divine Power, communicated 
in the Courſe of Succeſſion to St. Peter, by which they all 
pretend to act, is a Cheat alſo. | oy” 

3 35th Biſhop, nulls his Predeceſſor Liberius his 


es. * v3.9 | 
John HI. 59th Biſhop, nulls all that his Predeceſſor Pe- 
lagins had eſtabliſh'd. Diſt. 99. Nullus. | 
| Sabintanus 
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| Gabinianus, 63d and laſt Biſhop, bury: all the Books of his 
Predeceſſor, Gregorius Magnus, who was no ſmall Fellow. 
Conſtantinus II. 28th Pope, was put down and had his 
Eyes put out. Maſſens. Vincent, ex &gib. Specul, lib. 24. c. 10. 
Srepbanus III. next Pope, condemns and. nulls all bis 
Predeceflor's Acts and Orders; except the Chriſma. E: 
Stephen VI. 48th Pope, nulls the Acts of Formoſics, his 
Predeceſſor; digs his ut Body up again, unconſecrates 
him, makes him Lay, cuts off his two Fore-Fingers, and 
buries him in a profane Place. Platina, Nauclerus, Antonius. 
Between theſe two was Boniface VI. who lived but 14 Days. 
Romanus, next Pope, confirms Formoſus's Acts that had 
been condemn'd by Stephen, and condemns Stephen's Acts. 
He lived but three Months. "Loy L 
Theodorus, next Pope, he does the like. Stella. He lived 
but 20 Days. 3 1 | 
John, next Pope, does the ſame ; and that in a Synod 
of 74 Biſhops. © V7 
Leo V. | 53d Pope, was preſently caſt into Priſon, by 
Chriſtopher a Prieſt ; and died 40 Days after. | 
Chriſtopher, made Pope in his Place, was ſoon ſerv'd the 
ſame Sawce by Sergens. Stella. | This | 
Sergius III. being Pope, digs up the Body of Farmoſus 
fer a that been buried now ſixteen Years, and alſo 
ad been dug up once before that, as we have already 
heard, ſets him formally upon the Pope's Chair, cuts off 
his other three Fing ro, then his Head, and fo throws his 
Body into the Tiber. He unconſecrates all that Formoſus 
had conſecrated, and utterly nulls all his Acts, ſo oft en. 
avd authentickly ratify'd, and yet null'd alſo once before 
by Stephen: And thus was this Matter left remaining. 
 Nauclerus, Abb. Veſp. Platina, Antonin, | 
What a Dog or Devil was Peter made of here, by Peter 
upon Peter! The Line of the Succeſſion was certainly ve- 
ry ciooked and ftretcht in this Place, if not quite broke 
alunder. r 
Benedittus VIII. yoth Pope, was clapt into Goal, and 
ſtrangled for Wickedneſs. Platina. N 
Gregory V. Anno 995, was turn'd out, and Joby XVII. 
{ct up in his Place. Afterward Gregory was brought in 
225 e C 2 Ns, | again, 
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e 
again, and Joby put down; his Eyes put out, and then 
put ro Death. A „ O08 4543 er 
* Benediftus VIII. 83d Pope, by unlawful Means; he was 
2 and another ſer in his Place: But by F 3 
and. Fees, Benediſt got up again, and the other was de pos d. 
Anno 1046 were three Popes; | BenediFus IX: at St. John 
Laterans, ' Sylveſter III. at St. Peter's; and Gregory VE who 
bought the other two out: Henry the Emperor, the third 
of thaa Name, turns them all out, and placed Cl-mevus II. 
on the Chair. Frinſingenſis, lib. 6. cap. 32.  Funt?. Antonin. 
Tit. 16. Parapr. 19: Viterbienſes.. + oo te 
Lucius II. Anno 1144. oppos d and kill'd in a Skirmiſh, 
Antonin. r 14 | 1 e 
Eugeniut, next Pope, was drove quite away. 
Lucius III. 110th Po drove away. | 
Eugenius IV. 147th Pope, was drove out with Stones, 
and at Haſilea depoſed by:a Counci“. 
: Joby XXII. 134th Pope, was depoſed, . and Nicolas V. 
advanced into his Place ; who was iy. 28d put down a- 
gain by John, and ſtarv'd in Priſon. LIK : 
* Jobn VIII. who was Pope Joan, our own Country-Womar, 
I will not make Advantage of, becauſe the Story. of ber 3s 
ſo ridiculous : And yer it is as well known, and as veri- 
ly believ'd in Rome as in London. It may confirm this, in 


ome Sort, to relate here, if may be here allowed to relate, - 


this Paſſage. Upon a'Solema Day, of, great Ceremonies, at 
St. Peter's, where the Pope, Innocent XL at that Time, and 
Cardinals, principally were concerned, his Holineſs his Foot 
to be kiſt, the Anus Dei to be diſtributed, cc. for En- 
trance and Place - Sake I prevented all others in the Earli- 
neſs of my Appearance ; finding no Man there but a ſmall 
Officer intruſted with outward Apartments, and particu- 


Jarly a very large one, next to that wherein all was to be | 


rm'd:; This Perſon, obliging and communicative of 
what he knew, entertain'd me with many Stories; and 
coming to the Popes, with that of Pope Joan, fo amply, 
formally, and ſo-circumſtanced, as before Ine ver heard any 
where; and with ſuch Seriouſneſs as if he no more doubt- 
ed of the Truth thereof, than of his Credo: Andjbecauſe I 
ſeem' d to wonder at it, he went on to. tell me thus. Sir, 
FOES be vt at * . „ Þ 112 ref £05 this 
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this is fo very a Truth, that to prevent the Ji be Abuſe, from that 
Time there bas been, and fil is, a Chai, callid the Pearctd 
Chair, for examining of tbe new Pope, whether he be Man or 
Woman.” And pray how? ſaid I. Why, Sir, reply'd he, the 
Pope being nominated, the Under Deacon-Cardinal is cbarged 
with him, who taking him from among the Cardinals, leads bim 
away to this Chain, and placing bim thereon, and fitting bis Hand 
underneath thro' the Hole feels him, whether be have bis Virlues 
dr n: And this done, he condutts him back to the Cardinals a- 
gain ; and, ſtanding with him in the appointed Place, and holding 
up bis band, reports the Matter aloud in theſe Words, i efticoli in 
abbondanza, Teſticoli in abbondanza; Stones and to ſpare, 
Stones aud to ſpare. If this Perſon was impoſed upon, I leave 
him there. I impoſe not upon any in this Relation. Fur- 
ther, the Artiquaries themſel ves, ſo callyd from their Know- 
ledge in the Antiquities and Curioſities of that City, and 
their Buſineſs of ſhewing them. ro e n reſorting thi- 
ther, ne ver fail to ſhew the very Place where this Pope is 
ſaid to fall in Travail and cry out; as alſo to ſhew the Chair 
the Popes Elett are ſaid, ever ſince that Miſcarriage, to be 
felt in, before they can be confirm'd. The Story ſeems to 
have been on Foot long before the Reformation; and it 
may be for that Reaſon that ſober Authors, decrying it as 
falſe, do not charge it upon Proteſtants, but only give it 
forth for [gar Errour. Iwill inſtance only in Fiorovant: 
Martinelli, a Roman, in his Roma Ricercata, ſpeaking of the 
Chairs, for there are two of them, to this Effect: It has 
been an Opinion, no leſs ſottiſh than ridiculous, invented by the 
Vulgar, that they are for the Pope Ele to fir in, to be examined 
#betber. be be Male or Female: As Laonico Calcondila writes 
in bis 6th Rook of the Afﬀairs of the 1 urks ; and ſince bim Pla- 
tina; bat holding them ſel bes that they were for other Uſes. And 
having named ſeveral Authors that oppoſed the two above 
ſpoken of, concerning the ſaid Chair, he concludes that none 
bf them had bit the rigbt Uſe thereof, ſo as to overthrow the Argu- 
ment of the ſaid Opinion of the Vulgar, and of the Anthors of the 
Faple of Pope Joan. And he brings in Falvius, tranſlated by 
Paul ae! Roſſo in the Year 1542, but about 20 Years after 
Luther firſt began to withſtand the Pope, writing thus. 
Hard by are two Chairs of Rorphyry, by bich they examine 


%. 28 whether 


1 | 
whether the new choſen Pope bas Stones or not, as the Report goes. 
So that, as 1 ſaid, they do not charge this Story, true or 
f:lſe, upon Prote/tants,, but only upon Vulgar Erropr, Let 
u hether or no this was indeed an Erroun, and whether 
it be only a Fable of Pope Joan, and how ſuch ſhould a+ 
riſe amongſt Papiſts, at Rome it ſelf, L leave to every Man 
to paſs his own Judgment on. And ſo much for that Ar- 
, 7. I argue from Plurality of Popes. We have beard of 
Benedictus IX. Silveſter III. and Gregory VI. already, all Popes 
together ; to which we have to add as follows. 


Innocent II. 104th rows, and with him Anacletys Pope alſo, 


Alexanaer III. togth Pope, and with him Victor IV. Af- 
ter Vitor, Paſchalis ; after him Calixtus, and then In»ocen- 
tius ; all out: liv'd by Alexander. This laſted 20 Years, all 
along Two Popes. 18 1 | | . 

Clemens VI. 136th Pope, and with him Urban Pope, 
which divided all Europe fifteen Years. - * PR 

Urbanus VI. 140th Pope, and with him Clemens at Avig- 
oY continued ſometimes two, ſametime three Popes, 
39 Years. /,. $ | 
"' wo 1392, was Boniface IX. at Rome, and Benedi## XIII. 
at „ Then Gregory XII. at Rome, Beneditt continu- 
ing ſtill. 8 | 

CO 410, in a Council at Piſa, was Alexander V. made 


Pope, and the two mentioned Gregory and Benedi# depos d. 


Bur theſe, declaring themſelves above the Council, main- 
tain'd their Point ſtill: So that there were now three Pe- 
eers every one binding and laofang contrary to one another. 
Alexander dying within the Year, Job» XXIII. is ſet up in 
his Place; and ſo there was the ſame Nutnber till. 
Anno 1439, Felix V. before Amadeus , Duke of Savoy, 
was made Pope; Eugenius IV fbeing Pope at the ſame Time, 
depos'd indeed by the Council at Baſifea, but maintaining 
himſelf above the Council, and continuing in his Poſt. 
Thus it went on for nine Years together, Then Felix was 
put down by the Emperor Frederick, and Nicolaus V. - ſet 
up in his Place. DEAREST It | 
Such a Men»ſter of many Heads has the Church of Rome 
been turn'd into, by Vegtye of a Right A4poftolick commu- 


nicated 


(23 ) 
nicated ſucceſſively, for. the heading of it; db RAY the 
Popes thernſel ves, and their adhering Parties dech re; to be 
nothing more than a'Pretence, in that any Right ror Mrong, 


by which they can but get, or be got into the Chair, is 


the beſt of all, and the moſt Apoſtolical with then. Three 
Heads, all from * Ferer, are 22 5 Froof thats 97 on of 
them is ſo. A is 

8. Vacancies are a good Auen ii * ches de uld 
never happen, if our Saviour left à Herd of the Chareh; 
and a Church not to be without 2 Head. k 
Anno 685, the Stool was vacant a whole Le | i 

Soon after, within a. Lear, after Leo II. ran. bak 11 


Months and a1 Days! 


After Celeftines IV. 11 5th Pope, about 6-4 1246, the 
Stool was vacant a whole Lear and nine Months. 

About Ann. 12 54 after Þonocent Iv. 118th b Pope, it was 
vacant two whole Years, |; 

After Clemens IV. about "bn. 146 5 vacant | again two 
whole Tears. 

After Jobn XXI. "Aol 276,it was vacant again 6 Months 
About An. 1292, before Cæleſtinus V. it was vacant two 
Years, three Months, and eighteen Days. Thus we ſee the 
7 has been Headleſs ſeveral Times. 


. 1 argue from the Lives of ſome of theſe pretended 

Heads and Succeflors, 

Liberius, 34th Biſbop was an * a Had chat j is, 
and held Communion with ſuch, Hieron. 

Anaſtaſius, 48th Biſhop, was a Neſtorian and Ewichias 
Heretick, holding Communion with thoſe: that were ſuch. 

Boniface III. fel Pope, ann. 696, ſtruck in with the 
moſt villainous of Men, Þhocas that Macderer, for Honour 
and Vanity. 

Sergius, -19th Pope, had a „ Baſtard 14 to % £0 and 
brou ght him home, begot of a Man's Wite. Dadam Bal. 

John VIII. was Pope Joan. 
John XII. crſt Pope, Baſtard-Son, ft bp, III. dt 
in Bed with a Man's Wiſe, had a Blow given, him by the 


Man, whereof he died. Nauclerus, Platina, Blondus. 


John XIII. 66th Po 2 he is term'd by Platina, 3 
ut 


qui unqu am ante ſe in * fiere, pernicigſiſimus ſcele- 
c ratiſſimus ; 


"(2H ) | 


ratiffſuens ; the: niolt perhicious, ſcelexate of rn 


were Popes before him. He was in a nod, before the Em- 
peror Otto, accuifed of theſe following Wickedileſſes, vir. 
That he conſecrated a Dean in a Stable; that he had de- 
flower d two Siſters ; that playing at Dice he invok'd the 
Devil ; that he had made Childten Biſhiops for Money, 
and conſecrated them; that he had whored young Maidens, 
and Women Who came in Pilgrimage to Nome; that he 
had made a. Whote-Houſe of St. John Laterans ; that he 
had whor'd his Father's Concubine Stephana, two Widows 
Reyntge and Anne, together with his own Niece ;5 that he 
F the Eyes of Binedi#, without any Reaſon; that he 
roke the Windows in the Streets and the Doots by Night 
that,he drank a Glaſs, of Wine. to the Devil; with other 
horrid Pranks plaid by him. He was depos d on this Ac- 
count; but after found out Means to get in again. Lait- 
Pbrand. lib. 6. fere pro totid. . W mo ILVS 03 1 SILY 
On this Occaſion I may place here what Gi/da, that our 
old Engli h Hiſtorian, noted of the Biſhops, before the 
Popes came in, 490-Years before this: U iuimici Dei, fays 
he, & non Sacerdotes; Traditores, non ſanttorum. Apoſtolo- 
rum Succefjores {| Enenſies of God, not Prieſts; Traitars, 
not Succeſſors of the Holy Apoſtles. And, Romani Ponti- 
fies dlicunt un Paſteres, ſtd ſunt Luv,” animurum maZatores. 
The Prieſts of Reme are call'd Paſtors, hut they ate 
Wolves, Deſtroyers of Sduls. Lib. de excid. en calam, Brit. 
fol. 572. Polid. Virg. is frefur. Gildæ. What would he 
have ſaid of this Pope Jebn here. 
ghenediſt VII. was . put in Goal and 
ſtrangleck for u. d ne eee 
hon fare VII. 52d Pope, was a notorious Church Robber, 
and depos'd for it. Antonin. Palmerns. 2 bas 
John XV. ann. 984, was à Sacrilegious Robber. cf 
Churches, and as ſuch. ttary'd to Death in Goal. 
Silveſter II. ann, 998. was a. Black- Art Conjurer. He 
obtained of the Devil to be ſo long Pope till he had faid 
Maſs at Jeruſalem, thinking never to go thither, and fo be 
Po e for ever. But going to the Church of - Santta Croce, 
= ſaying Maſs there in a Chapel called the Jeruſalem 
Chapel, fell fick and died; and fo went after his r 
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